
Tip Sheet 5:  
Tips on Interviewing someone

Things to think about before starting your conversation:  

Make sure that the person understands what they are doing this for and that their photos 
and stories will be shared on Historypin.com. 

Make sure that you have the conversation in a place where they are happy to talk about 
their lives, memories or experiences. Some people may not want to talk about photos and 
stories in a place where other people can hear them.  

Make sure you have given yourself enough time to listen to the stories of the person you are 
working with - you don’t want to rush them and miss the fascinating memories that might 
come up within the conversation. 

Make sure that you have a way of recording their story so that you can add it to their photo.  
You could use our ‘Photo & Story’ resource or our ‘Story Template’ to help you.  

And finally, if possible, switch your phone off so that you can talk without interruption.  

Please remember  
You must get the date (this can be approximate) and the location (this should be specific)  
of each photo as you will be asked to enter this information for each photo.  Make sure the 
person you are talking to knows this information for the photos they want to add to 
Historypin.com.

Things to think about during your conversation

Listen carefully and don’t rush the conversation. You will need to take notes about the 
photos that you are going to upload,  but you may want to look at a range of photos and 
talk about them without taking notes first and then go back to the ones you and your 
partner decide to use to write the details down. 

Ask follow-up questions so you really get to know about their lives.  

Don’t worry if you don’t understand something, just ask them to explain it again.  

Once you have noted down the story, tell it back to your partner to make sure you have 
understood and told the story in a way they are happy with. Remind them that this will be 
shared on Historypin.com make sure they are happy with this.  

Enjoy yourself – sharing history and memories is one of the most amazing experiences and 
we bet you’ll be surprised at how much you find out!

Some things you could talk about

You will be looking at photos with the person you are talking to, so you will have something 
that will naturally lead to a conversation about their lives, memories and experiences. But in 
case you want some ideas for follow-up questions or some questions to help you get 
started, here are some ideas of topics and questions you could try:

•	 Family

•	 Work

•	 School



•	 Places that are important to them

•	 Places they’ve lived or live in now

•	 Houses they’ve lived in or live in now

•	 Holidays

•	 Important world events they have seen or experienced

•	 Important events in their lives past and present

•	 Favourite memories

•	 Favourite things they do, hobbies

•	 Favourite places

•	 Most interesting things that have happened to them

You could also ask some questions about the actual photograph to help them start their 
stories – again, you could use our ‘Story Template’ resource to help you with this.  

Questions about the photo could include:

What is happening in this photo?

Who is in the photo?

Where was it taken?  
(you will need the exact location, e.g. 8 Westleigh Ave, London, England)  

When was it taken?   
(you will need to know the approximate date) 

Who took the photo?

And Finally

Don’t forget to that when you come to upload the photo and story, you will want to say 
who shared the photo and story so remember to record their name (as they would want it) 
so that ‘Shared by XXX’ in the story box.


