
Tip Sheet 2:  
Ideas for local projects

Introduction

Thank you for your interest in using Historypin as a starting point for your Historypin Local 
Project. We are very excited to see what you get up to, and hope this will help support you 
along the way. 

Historypin Local Projects

You might like to start by looking at some of our case studies from other local projects  
at http://www.historypin.com/community-organisations. These projects have each used 
Historypin in different ways and are great examples of the potential of Historypin.

•	 Magic Me, an intergenerational arts project, UK

•	 Reading, a whole town’s project, UK

•	 Billericay School, Essex, UK

We also have a free App that can be downloaded onto Smartphones which you can use  
to take your project out into the streets!

Some ideas for Historypin Local Projects

There are lots of ways that you can use Historypin as part of your work, or set up your own 
Historypin project to tailor it to the needs of your group.  There are lots of offline as well  
as online activities that you can do.  Here are some ideas to get you started ranging from 
simple to more involved:

Explore Historypin to connect with everyone’s history and heritage:

Get your group to explore the Historypin site, looking at all the fascinating photographs, 
audio, video and stories on the site.

Add content to Historypin.com and explore themes

Using the content already on the site, get your group to create their own Tours and Collections 

OR

Get your group to bring in their own photos and add them to Historypin.com.  

Turn your group into local ‘archivists’ for your community

Get people from your group to speak to relatives, friends, neighbours, or people in the 
community to dig out their photos and memories and record their stories (have a look at 
our ‘Story Template’, ‘Photo and Story’ resource and ‘Interviewing Someone’ resource to 
help with this). Members of your group can then bring the photos and stories (or a digital 
copy of the photo) to your sessions or event and ‘pin’ them on the site.  You will need to  
run this part of the session or event where there is computer access. 



Run an inter-generational event or set of sessions

Your group take part in (or even plan) an inter-generational event where family, friends or 
members of the community are invited to come in and share their photos and memories 
with your group.  You could either run these as offline sessions where your group ‘pin’ the 
content later, or if you have a space where there is equipment on hand, you could ‘pin’ 
while people are there.  

Work with a local school or organisation to bring different groups together

Build new connections by setting up an event or session like the ones described above in 
partnership with a local school, care home, or seniors group.  You could go to their venue, 
or you could invite the whole group to come to yours.  You could even make this a regular 
event and build an ongoing relationship with your new friends.  

Further resources:

Have a look at the rest of the downloadable resources on these pages which provide 
templates for collecting stories, more advice on setting up local projects and even a 
template presentation which you can adapt and use.  

We also have a range of ‘How To’ videos and guides and resources highlighting some of our 
best content on our XXX pages.  

If you have a specific project you were thinking about running and you want to talk to 
someone about it, or if you are running a project or sessions we’d love to see what you are 
doing.  

Contact 

Natasha Armstrong  
Historypin Community Manager  
natasha.armstrong@wearewhatwedo.org  


